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I-Search Rubric
-10 points if shorter than 5 pages and a word, or longer than 15 pages.
-20 points if incorrect type or number of sources.

***Papers found to be plagiarized (any part of the paper, in any way) will not receive any credit.
	Exemplary

	Above Standard
	Standard
	Below Standard
	Not Present
	Score

	Part 1: Topic Selection (15 Points)
	

	Engaging, lively intro immediately grabs the reader’s attention.                5
	Intro or attention grabbing technique is present and effective.                                  4
	Attention grabbing technique is present, but it is dull.
                                                      3
	Attention grabbing technique is misused or not understandable.     2-1
	Hook not present
                                    0
	

	Using an engaging and interesting narrative story, the writer effectively explains why he/she is interested in the topic 
                                           10
	Using a narrative story, the writer explains why he or she is interested in the topic.
                                             9-8
	Explanation of topic choice is given, but not a meaningful narrative story that shows true interest.
                                                      7
	The explanation of why the author is interested in the topic is inadequate and shows little about why the topic was chosen.                            

                                     6-1
	Topic choice explanation not present
                                    0
	

	Part 2:  Background Knowledge (15 Points)
	

	Prior knowledge is thoroughly expressed with creativity.
                                             4
	Prior knowledge is expressed with clarity.
                                                3
	Prior knowledge is present but basic.
                                                      2
	Prior knowledge is confusing, incomplete, or vague.                              1
	Prior knowledge is not present
                                    0
	

	The writer offers many thought-provoking inquiries(subtopics) as a guide for research.
                                             4
	The writer offers several clear, detailed inquiries to guide research.
                                                3
	Inquiries are present but basic.
                                                      2
	Inquiries are vague, confusing, or merely a list of questions instead of statements integrated into the paragraph.                                 

                                        1
	Inquiries are not present.
                                    0
	

	The writer’s thesis (research question) is interesting, creative, and insightful and original.                                7
	The writer’s thesis (research question) is understandable, and meaningful. 
                                             6
	The thesis is present, but may be unfocused or vague.
                                                      5
	The thesis is off topic, or of little or no value.
                                     4-1
	The thesis is not present. 
                                    0
	

	Part 3:  Secondary Research (50 Points)
	

	The writer uses the 4 steps with creativity and fluidity.  Integration of quotes and cited material is seamless.  All info is 

1) introduced, 2) given, 

3) cited and 4) explained.
                                       20
	The writer effectively integrates quotes and cited material into his or her own writing.  All info is 

1) introduced, 2) given, 

3) cited and 4) explained. (The writer uses all 4 steps)
                                    19-17                             
	The writer uses the 4 steps to integrate quotes into the writing, but this integration may be awkward or basic.  All info is 

1) introduced, 2) given, 

3) cited and 4) explained.
                                         16-14
	The writer occasionally neglects to use one of the 4 steps.
                               13-1
	There is no attempt to use the 4 steps.
                                0
	

	Step 4 is both insightful and concise.
                                      15
	Step 4 is an interesting explanation of how facts relate to the research questions.
                                   14-13
	Step 4 is present, but may not be thorough or interesting.
                                         12-11
	Step 4 is waaay basic.
                               10-1
	Step 4 is not present, or is not about how facts relate to the research question.            
                                0
	

	The writer strikes the perfect balance between research (step 2) and personal interpretation (step 4).                           5
	The writer effectively balances research (step 2) and personal interpretation (step 4)
                                         4
	The research (step 2) and personal interpretation (step 4) are slightly out of balance.
                                                3
	The research (step 2) and personal interpretation (step 4) are extremely unbalanced.             2-1
	Reflection is absent.
                                0
	

	The structure of Part 3 is complex and sophisticated, with super-sweet transitions. 

Each body paragraph is about ONE important subtopic.
                                       10
	Meaningful structure is present, and paragraphs flow in a logical order.  Transitions are smooth and functional.  Each body paragraph is about ONE important subtopic.
                                        9-8
	There is a structure present in Part 3, but the structure may be basic or awkward.  May lack smooth transitions.  Each body paragraph is about ONE important subtopic.
                                                7
	The author has attempted to organize Part 3 into a structure, but it may be confusing or simplistic.  Transitions may be absent or stilted.  Body paragraphs may contain more than one subtopic.                                           

                                 6-1
	There has been no attempt at organization.  There may be only one paragraph.
                                0
	


	Part 4:  Primary Research (45 Points)
	

	The writer describes the interviewee and the setting with creativity and insight.
                                              8        
	The writer describes the interviewee and the setting in an interesting way.
                                                7
	The writer describes the interviewee and the setting adequately.
                                                     6
	Interviewee and the setting describwed briefly, but description may be very basic.                    5-1
	The writer does not describe the interviewee and/or the setting.                        0
	

	Primary research is told creatively, with panache and élan.
                                            16
	Primary research is told LIKE A STORY and information is effectively integrated.   

                                         15-14                                      
	Primary research is told like a story, but may not be interesting.
                                              13-12
	Primary research not told like a story, and may be more list-like or Q and A.                  

                                   11-1              
	
	

	The writer’s explanation of how the primary information relates to the research questions (step 4) is both insightful and concise.
                                            16
	The writer clearly explains how the primary information relates to the research questions (step 4).
                                         15-14
	The writer’s explanation of how the primary information relates to the research questions (step 4) is present, but may not be thorough or interesting.
                                              13-12
	The writer’s explanation of how the primary information relates to the research questions (step 4) is waaay basic.
                                   11-1
	The writer does not explain how the primary information relates to the research question (step 4).              
                                    0
	

	The writer seamlessly integrates several excellent quotes from EACH primary source into the narrative.
                                              5
	The writer effectively includes at least one good direct quote from EACH primary source
                                                4
	The writer uses a direct quote from each source, but the quotes may be integrated awkwardly. OR the writer effectively incorporates only one direct quote.                        3-2
	The writer uses only one direct quote.  The quote may be lame.
                                        1
	
	

	Part 5:  Final Reflection (20 Points)
	

	The writer wraps up the paper effectively and creatively, drawing complex conclusions, and leaving the reader with interesting ideas.                10
	The writer wraps up the most important things learned and draws interesting conclusions about the research question.
                                             9-8
	The writer sums up some of the things learned and refers to the research question.

                                                      7
	The writer’s conclusion is very basic, and the reader is left with a sense of dissatisfaction.
                                   6-1
	The conclusion is absent.
                                    0
	

	The writer integrates the explanation of what he/she still wants to learn seamlessly into the conclusion.               7
	The writer clearly explains what he/she still wants to learn.
                                                6
	The writer includes what he/she still wants to learn, but the explanation may be generic or vague.                                           5
	The writer simply mentions what he/she still wants to learn without thorough explanation.                  4-1
	The writer does not mention what he/she still wants to learn.
                                    0
	

	The ending is striking and satisfying.
                                              3
	The ending successfully wraps up the paper.
                                                2
	The ending is basic but not memorable.
                                                      1
	The ending fails to successfully wrap up the paper.                              0      
	There is no ending; the paper just stops abruptly.                      0
	

	Quality of Research (20 Points)
	

	Research presented is varied interesting, and in-depth. Goes beyond easy-to-find info, and pulls together many different types of sources. Unique or multiple approaches to the subject.                               

                                            20 
	Research is varied and has depth.  Some sources may be easy to find, but others may be more unusual.  Pulls together a few different types of sources.
                                         19-17
	Sources are predictable.  May be sort of superficial, but some depth present.  Little variation present. There has been an attempt to seek out good sources.
                                              16-14
	Little or no attempt to seek out good or varied sources.  Sources very predictable, very similar.  Little depth present.
                                   13-1
	Unbelievably simple and generic info.  No depth.  Extremely limited sources.
                                    0
	

	Conventions:  Format, Mechanics, Grammar (20 Points)
	

	Citations and Work Cited page contain NO errors.
                                              4
	Citations and Works Cited page contain few errors which are not serious.                              3
	Citations and Works Cited page contain several errors, but errors are not serious.                             2
	
	
	

	Formatting is proper throughout. Margins, tabs, font, text alignment, headers, and page numbering are all correct.                                  4
	Minor formatting errors exist, but they do NOT seriously detract from the overall quality of the work.

                                                3
	Several formatting errors exist, but they do NOT seriously detract from the overall quality of the work.
                                                      2
	
	
	

	The piece contains 3 or fewer conventions errors, and none of the errors hinders the reader’s ability to understand the piece.
                                            12
	The piece contains more than 3 conventions errors, but few of the errors hinder the reader’s ability to understand the piece.

                                         11-10
	The piece contains many errors in conventions, and some of the errors hinder the reader’s ability to understand the piece.

                                                  9-8
	The piece contains a significant number of conventions errors, and many of the errors hinder the reader’s ability to understand the piece.   7-1            
	The piece is a mess.  Many errors make the writing impossible to follow.

                                    0
	

	Style and Skill:  Word Choice and Voice (15 Points)
	

	All words are precise, vivid, and compelling.  Words are chosen with flair.

                                            5
	Words are carefully chosen and vivid in most places.

                                                4
	Some words are vivid, but some seem general.

                                                      3
	Many words are general.  Author needs to use more extended vocabulary                                              

                                     2-1
	All words are extremely general.   
                                    0
	

	The writer has a clear, distinct, intriguing voice.  The reader feels a personal, honest connection with the writer.  The author’s passion for the topic is evident.        
                                            10               
	The writer has a strong, purposeful voice and tone.  The writing shows personality.
9-8
	The writer’s voice shows in some passages, but other passages seem impersonal or generic.
7
	The writing seems flat in most places.  There is some personality present, but it struggles to overcome the blandness.                  
                                     6-1
	It is difficult to tell who wrote the piece.  There is no personality present. *WARNING: do not operate heavy machinery while grading this paper.      0              
	


