Avoid These Pitfalls
Procrastination

This project needs to be consumed in bite-sized pieces. You WILL NOT be able to put this off until the end and then throw it together at the last minute. Many others have tried this, and failed. There are way too many incremental deadlines along the way, and if you miss them, you’ll lose a lot of the points needed to pass this unit. 
Not following the schedule

It may all seem confusing at first, but there is a specific order of doing things and a reason for each one of them. If you try to take shortcuts, or do things in a different order, you will undoubtedly screw up and make things much harder for yourself in the end. 

Not coming to class

This is a killer. Even if you are the smartest kid in school, you cannot do well on this project if you are not here. There is too much covered in class, too much class time devoted to research, too many how-to demonstrations, and they simply cannot be made up at home. If you miss more than one day during the six-week project, you may be in trouble. If you miss four times or more, you almost certainly will not pass, so make sure you are here every day.

Getting hung up on choosing the right topic

Choosing your topic is key, but you fall hopelessly behind if you take too long. It is possible to change topics later, but not wise. The process is the important part of this project, so make your choice, get it approved, and get to work.
Waiting to schedule your interviews

You need to conduct both primary and secondary research, including at least one (and usually two) in-person interviews. As soon as you know your topic and have identified people to interview, schedule a time to meet with them. Too often students have waited, and then their subjects were unavailable until after the Section Four due date. 

Plagiarism (intentional or not)

If there is ANYTHING in your paper that is not an original thought of your own, it needs to be properly attributed using MLA citation. No exceptions. It may seem trivial, and it will definitely feel like it is breaking up the flow of your writing, but if you do not do it, the best possible outcome is that the paper will be rejected and returned to you. The worst outcome starts with a visit to Mr. Chance regarding violation of the academic integrity standards of Osseo Senior High.
Guessing

If you are uncertain about something, don’t just guess how to proceed. Check your handbook or “Writers Inc.” and if you’re still not sure, ask your teacher. Chances are good that if you just guess and keep going, you’ll be headed in the wrong direction.
